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Bioeconomy

Bio-based construction products in the EU
Main trends and opportunities in a key bioeconomy sector

15 September 2026, 10:00-16:30

Venue: European Commission premises
Building ‘The One’, Room 032-035-040
Rue de la Loi 107, Brussels

Online: Webex connection only for observers in plenary sessions

Agenda


https://ecconf.webex.com/ecconf/j.php?MTID=m5b23f2356dc32c3cc117eda5eb96c81e

Background

The EU Bioeconomy Strategy identifies bio-based construction products as a lead market within
the EU bioeconomy. Materials like wood, hemp, straw, mycelium and fibre-based composites
already find application in the EU construction sector, while the development of innovative bio-
based solutions for insulation, service products or structural elements continues to be
supported by EU funds for research and innovation. Still, significant gaps remain, in terms of
evidence, standardisation, market, sustainability, industrial scale-up and implementation.

The Knowledge Centre for Bioeconomy (KCB) is a European Commission initiative on improved
knowledge management for bioeconomy-related policymaking. It aims at developing a
common and robust knowledge base for a sustainable and circular bioeconomy. In June 2026,
the KCB started a state of play analysis of bio-based construction products in the EU market.
Managed by the Joint Research Centre, with the support of the Directorate-General for
Research and Innovation and the collaboration of three recognised experts in the field, this
work aims to provide a clear and multifaced representation of the bio-based construction
products sector, to inform future policies.

Description

The workshop is by invitation only. Plenary sessions will take place in hybrid modality, while
parallel sessions will be in person only. In the morning, representatives of the European
Commission will present recent policy and EU-funded R&I developments. Next, three academic
experts will introduce the KCB state of play analysis of bio-based construction products in the EU
and key issues at stake. The first set of parallel sessions will enable an open discussion on the
research findings. Participants will have the chance to raise questions and highlight specific issues
or contextual conditions to be considered. The afternoon parallel sessions will focus on moving
from priority research, evidence and implementation gaps to policy, market, R&I and lab-to-
market strategies. Participants will work both in groups and individually, reconsidering the
selections made in the pre-workshop survey (available here). During the final interactive session,
participants will assess cause-and-effect relationships among a common set of strategies by using
a multi-criteria decision-making method in a guided exercise. Finally, the key highlights from
parallel sessions will be discussed in plenary and the workshop organisers will illustrate the next
steps.

Expected outcomes

This workshop will enable a constructive dialogue on bio-based construction products among
scientists, policymakers, and industrial stakeholders. Such dialogue will bring input to the deep
dive analysis to be developed by the KCB, in support of the EU Bioeconomy Strategy and of
future policy actions in this field. Interactive sessions will help identifying:

e Priority research, evidence and implementation gaps.
e Near-term EU action and strategy priorities.

¢ Interdependencies between key enabling strategies.


https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/bioeconomy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/f6e2eb1d-0ab0-98f7-5eb5-d484233133b5

10.00-10.30

Registration

10.30 - 10.45 Welcome address
Peter Wehrheim, Head of Unit, Bioeconomy & Food Systems - Directorate-General for
Research and Innovation
Luisa Marelli, Deputy Head of Unit, Sustainable Supply Chains and Bioeconomy - Joint
Research Centre
10.45 - 10.55 Introduction
Valeria Magnolfi, Sustainable Supply Chains and Bioeconomy Unit - Joint Research Centre
10.55-11.10 EU policy on bio-based construction products: latest developments
Barbara Smailagic, Bioeconomy & Sustainable Materials Unit — Directorate-General for
Environment
11.10-11.25 EU funded R&I on bio-based construction products
Tomasz Calikowski, Green Transitions Unit — Directorate-General for Research and
Innovation
11.25-11.55 State of play analysis on bio-based construction products
Dinh Linh Le, Senior Researcher - Finnish Environment Institute
Francesco Pomponi, Chair of Sustainability and Environment — York School of Architecture
11.55-12.00 Technical Break
12.00 - 13.00 Parallel sessions — Discussing the state of play analysis on bio-based construction
products
Group A: Mapping and classification (moderated by Karen Allacker)
Group B: Comparative criteria (moderated by Francesco Pomponi)
Group C: Prioritisation and scale up options (moderated by Dinh Linh Le)
13.00 - 14.00 Lunch Break
14.00-14.45 Parallel sessions — From evidence gaps to action
Group A: priority research and evidence gaps (moderated by Karen Allacker)
Group B: R&I / lab-to-market needs (moderated by Francesco Pomponi)
Group C: policy and market strategies (moderated by Dinh Linh Le)
14.45 - 15.00 Individual strategy reassessment (moderated by Dinh Linh Le)
15.00 - 15.15 Coffee Break
15.15-15.45 Identification of cause-and-effect relationships of priority strategies
Moderated by Dinh Linh Le
15.45 - 16.15 Highlights from parallel sessions
Rapporteurs Group A, B, C
16.15-16.30 Next steps and closing

Valeria Magnolfi, Sustainable Supply Chains and Bioeconomy Unit - Joint Research Centre




