
 

 

Dear colleagues, partners, and friends, 
Welcome to the 1st 2026 newsletter of The Pan-African 
Network for economic Analysis of Policies (PANAP). 
 

1. News & events 

We just launched a new and freely available PANAP 

online course dedicated to economy-wide modelling for 
policy analysis. Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) 
models are powerful tools used by governments and 
researchers understand the economy-wide effects of 
policy challenges. This learning opportunity provides an 
entry point into the world of Social Accounting Matrices 
(SAMs) and CGE, combining conceptual learning with 
hands-on tools. The course is dedicated to: 
• Early- and mid-career researchers and analysts, 

think-tanks, and academia wishing to become CGE 
users and master the database behind the models. 

• Managers of analytical teams who want to 
understand the logic behind SAMs and CGE models 
and engage more effectively with model results. 

If you work on policy analysis, development economics, 
or economic modelling, this course offers a practical 
pathway into economy-wide modelling. Participants will: 
• Learn the basic theory and foundations of SAMs and 

CGE models. 
• Run policy simulations using interactive tools such 

as the Jobs Calculator and AI-based CGE emulators. 
• Explore GAMS-based CGE models for deeper 

modelling work. 
• Master the workflow of the DEMETRA single-country 

model and join the community of DEMETRA users. 
Participants can express interest in joining the PANAP 
Competency Programme with opportunities to get 
classroom and 1-to-1 support from experienced 
modelers of the network. 
The course is available here. To access the course, users 
first need to create an EU Login account. 

 
 

2. Spotlight  

PANAP Mentorship Programme for African 

Researchers 
PANAP has recently selected nine young researchers from 
across Africa, including Ghana, Senegal, Ethiopia, and 
Nigeria, to participate in a one-year mentorship 
programme. The programme aims to support research in 
the area of sustainable agriculture and rural 
development, with priority topics including agricultural 
productivity, agroecological farming practices, labour and 
gender, market access, income diversification and farmer 
livelihoods. The selected candidates, of which three are 
women, will work on research proposals using 
econometric models or programming models, such as ex-
ante simulation of policies, and will have the opportunity 
to participate in the 8th African Conference of 
Agricultural Economists (ACAE) in Nairobi, Kenya, in 
September 2026. The mentorship programme will 
provide technical advices, access to datasets and 
modelling tools, and support for co-authored publication 
in scientific journal.  
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For further information: 
PANAP Secretariat 
European Commission - Joint Research Centre 
Email: JRC-PANAP@ec.europa.eu 
https://datam.jrc.ec.europa.eu/datam/area/PANAP  

3. Upcoming Events 

Advanced Economic Modelling for FNSSA in Africa 

The StEPPFoS Summer School is a five-day intensive 
programme held in Entebbe, Uganda, from the 25 to 

29 of May 2026. The school will equip participants with 
advanced economic modelling skills to investigate and 
interpret challenges for Africa’s agricultural sector and 
food security, with focus on climate change. To apply, 
please submit the following documents: 

• Curriculum Vitae (max. 2 pages) 

• Motivation letter (max. 1 page) including your 
research background, reason for interest in the 
Summer School. 

• Copies of any CGE course certificates 

• Indication of whether you are applying for 
financial support (yes/no) 

Send your application to: JRC-PANAP@ec.europa.eu  

Application deadline: 12 April 2026, 11:59 pm 
 

4. PANAP Partners’ activities 

PANAP Restitution Workshop: Applying Spatially 

Detailed Modelling to Support Land-Based Policies 

in Kenya 
The workshop aimed to familiarize national stakeholders 
with KENEMO, a spatially detailed analytical framework 
that integrates Kenya’s economic system with 
environmental dimensions. The KENEMO framework 
captures how economic activities interact with ecosystem 
services such as carbon storage, biodiversity and 
pollination and how these interactions shift under 
alternative land-use pathways. 
 
PANAP Restitution Workshop: Nutrition Policies, 

food security and labour productivity in Kenya 
The workshop presented a new analytical framework 
developed by EC JRC and KIPPRA, capable of modelling 
the impacts of nutrition, food security, dietary quality and 
related policy interventions on economic and labour 
productivity indicators.. The worshop demonstrated its 
application in the Kenyan context and engaged 
stakeholders in refining the tool to better inform national 
policy processes related to nutrition, food systems and 
economic productivity. 
 
 

PANAP Workshop on “Economy‑wide modelling for 

trade policy in South Africa” 
This workshop highlighted new analytical tools and 
applied research to support evidence-based trade and 
economic policy in South Africa. It brought together 
policy-relevant insights on how trade measures, 
regulatory changes, and global developments affect jobs, 
growth, food security, and key productive sectors, notably 
agriculture. The workshop also showcased ongoing 
research on trade policy issues, including the impacts of 
VAT exemptions on basic foods, the effects of EU 
regulations on South Africa’s citrus exports, the benefits 
of improving trade efficiency, and the potential 
implications of changes in U.S. trade policy.  
The roundtable brought together institutions and 
researchers working on trade policy, agriculture, and 
economy-wide modelling to exchange perspectives on 
trade challenges, including geopolitical shifts and their 
implications for South Africa and the region. 
 

5. Recent publications  

JRC Working Papers on Economic Analysis of 

Policies in Africa  

• 2025-12 African integration with global reach: 
spillover effects of AfCFTA non-tariff measure 
reforms 

• 2026-02 Is the EU Deforestation Regulation 
affecting the price of the regulated commodities? 

• 2026-03 Distributional and Economy-Wide Impacts 
of a Carbon Tax in Ethiopia 

If you are interested in publishing your work, please 
contact us: JRC-PANAP@ec.europa.eu 
 
Dashboards: 

• GHG emissions calculator for South Africa SAM 
multipliers 

 

Journal articles: 

• Export-import assessment of Tanzania's produce 
market post-African Continental Free Trade Area 
agreements: The case of fruits and vegetables 

• Will intra-African trade reach a new level? 
Opportunities, challenges, and pathways forward for 
the African Continental Free Trade Agreement and 
its effects on food security 
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